Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies
Violence in Islamic Thought from the Qur’an to the Mongols
Edited by Robert Gleave and Istvan Kristo-Nagy
How violence was described and evaluated in the foundational texts of Islam
What is clear from the early Islamic period is that there is no single Muslim attitude towards violence. Instead, there
were many different portrayals and evaluations of violence in theology, law, poetry and prose. In this collection, you
will find out how they processed violence as a social fact, and how they interpreted its role in the life of the early
Muslim community. Including contributions from leading international experts Andrew Rippin, Christopher Melchert,
Michael Cooperson, Geert Jan van Gelder and Maribel Fierro, Violence in Islamic Thought from the Qur’an to the Mongols
provides essential background to understanding current Muslim thinking about when violence is, and is not, justified.
Robert Gleave is Professor of Arabic Studies at the University
of Exeter. Istvan Kristo-Nagy is Lecturer in Arab and Islamic
Studies at the University of Exeter.
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The ‘Alids

The First Family of Islam, 750–1200
Teresa Bernheimer
The first social history of the descendants of the Prophet Muhammad in early Islam
The ‘Alids are major players in Islamic history, from early rebels to the founders and eponyms of major Islamic sects, and
from 9th-century Moroccan and 10th-century Egyptian rulers to the current King of Jordan, the Ayatollah Khomeini
and the Aga Khan. Exploring their rise from both a religious point of view and as a social phenomenon, Bernheimer
investigates how they attained and extended the family’s status over the centuries, drawing on historical, legal and
biographical material, recent genealogical works and a wide range of primary sources in both Arabic and Persian.
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Difference and Disability in the Medieval Islamic World
Blighted Bodies
Kristina L. Richardson

Outlines the complex significance of bodies in the late medieval central Arab Islamic lands
Did you know that blue eyes, baldness, bad breath and boils were all considered bodily ‘blights’ by Medieval Arabs, as
were cross eyes, lameness and deafness? Through close analyses of anecdotes, personal letters, (auto)biographies, erotic
poetry, non-binding legal opinions, diaristic chronicles and theological tracts, Kristina L. Richardson brings the cultural
views and experiences of disability and difference in the medieval Islamic world to life.
Kristina L. Richardson is Assistant Professor of History at
Queens College, City University of New York.
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Healing the Nation

Prisoners of War, Medicine and Nationalism in Turkey, 1914–1939
Yücel Yanıkdağ
How the Great War influenced the construction of identity in the Ottoman Empire
‘This highly original and impeccably researched study helps
us understand not only the workings of the Ottoman military
establishment but also the state formation in the late Ottoman
Empire and the influence of German theories of medicine,
psychiatry and eugenics in this complex process.’
M. Şükrü Hanioğlu, Princeton University
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Yücel Yanıkdağ is Associate Professor of History at the
University of Richmond.

Key Features
t Uses previously untapped sources to reveal a new
story of prisoners, medicine and nationalism
t Broadens the discussion of nationalism to include
both ideological and biological factors
t Explores the social, demographic, psychological
and medical impact of the Great War on the
Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey
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